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themselves. It is my extreme honor to award 
him the 2021 Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation for the Third District of Texas. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SESQUICENTEN-
NIAL OF RURAL SHAD BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 1, 2021 

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Sesquicentennial of Rural 
Shade Baptist Church, located in the commu-
nity of Tarkington Prairie in Liberty County, 
Texas. 

In 1870, a small group met in a brush arbor 
in Tarkington Prairie, symbolizing the begin-
ning of a new church. The congregation was 
made up of hardworking, compassionate indi-
viduals determined to provide a robust and 
moral foundation for their community. On July 
3, 1878, a deed was granted ‘‘for the purpose 
of the erection and occupancy of a Baptist 
Church and Masonic Hall . . .’’. Later that 
year, a two-story building was completed. 
While the top floor was dedicated to the Ma-
sonic Lodge, the bottom floor served as the 
sanctuary of the Rural Shade Baptist Church. 

In 1902, Rural Shade started a choral 
school, collected their first offerings for the 
Buckner Orphans’ Home, and took on a lead-
ership role in forming the Tryon Evergreen 
Baptist Association. Five years later, they con-
structed a second building, costing $1,470.00. 
Soon after, church members granted the trust-
ees of Oakdale High School, the first high 
school in Tarkington Prairie, permission to use 
the old church building, while the members 
moved into their newly constructed second 
church building. Over the years, Rural Shade 
has completed several building projects and 
renovations, including adding a third church 
building in 1938, a baptistry in 1945, a fourth 
church building in 1962, a youth wing in 1993, 
and a fifth building in 2005, which also serves 
as the church’s current worship center. Re-
markably, over the last 151 years, the church 
has remained on the same tract of land. 

Early pastors were elected from the 
church’s men each year until 1898 when pas-
tors were first called to stay for an indefinite 
period. In 1944, the church hired its first full- 
time pastor. Former Pastors of Rural Shade 
Baptist Church include: D. D. Forman, B.F. 
Ellis Jr., J.M.A. Black, D.W. Jackson, J.A. Lee, 
O.P. Chambers, H.C. Morrison, J.W. Thomas, 
E. Loose, J.B. Marshall, J.L. Watson, J.E. 
Mott, J.H.H. Ellis, B.S. Franklin, T.J. Fouts, 
J.F. High, Henry Jones, W.H. Jones, R.W. 
Smith, R.J. McGinty, D.P. McGowan, H.C. 
Philips, W.A. Smith, H.R. Pressley, Bert Mat-
tingly, W.A. Curtis, H.R. Pressley, D.L. Sin-
clair, G.M. Coe, Earl Hahn, R.L. Self, LeRoy 
Cooper, C.D. Sowell, Dale Mingus, John Gar-
rett, J.B. Grimes, Albert Foster, Earl Be Iver, 
and Byron Reeves. Since 2016, Brad Dancer 
has served as the church’s pastor. 

Over the past two decades, Rural Shade 
Baptist Church has aided the community tre-
mendously in response to natural disasters. In 
2005, 2008, and 2016, individuals were shel-
tered and housed after the devastating 

aftermaths of hurricanes Rita, Ike, and Harvey. 
During Hurricane Harvey, the church assisted 
with high water rescues, saving individuals 
from flooding homes and buildings. Through-
out the COVID–19 pandemic, the church 
joined the Houston Food Bank and distributed 
$3 million worth of food to local families in 
need. In fact, for his outstanding leadership 
and service to his community, Pastor Dancer 
was awarded the Citizen of the Year in 2020 
by the Greater Cleveland Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to congratu-
late the Rural Shade Baptist Church on reach-
ing their Sesquicentennial last year and their 
151st anniversary this year. Over the past 
century and a half, the Lord has certainly used 
this historic church to demonstrate the love, 
kindness, and generosity of Jesus Christ to 
the good people of Southeast Texas. I am 
privileged to represent such a devoted and 
faithful place of worship in my district. 

f 

JOSHUA LEE—EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. JEFFERSON VAN DREW 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 1, 2021 

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, the rank 
of Eagle Scout is the highest, and most pres-
tigious in the Boy Scouts of America. Anyone 
involved in the organization will understand 
the determination, persistence, and hard work 
it takes to obtain the rank. Joshua has not 
only demonstrated his commitment to his 
troop, but also his community, school, and 
himself. He exemplifies what it means to be, 
‘‘physically strong, mentally awake and morally 
straight.’’ Congratulations to Joshua on his ex-
traordinary accomplishment. God Bless Josh-
ua and God Bless America. 

f 

FUTURE OF RADAR 

HON. TOM COLE 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 1, 2021 

Mr. COLE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
highlight important research being conducted 
by the University of Oklahoma, which is ad-
vancing cutting-edge developments in the 
areas of Air Defense Artillery, air dominance, 
ocean surveillance, ISR, EW, counter-UAS, 
GMTI, and a host of others. The develop-
ments I refer to center most directly in the 
budding area of all-digital radar. 

New capabilities associated with all-digital 
radar present an extraordinary opportunity for 
the United States to better utilize important 
data for national security purposes, be it 
weather data, flight control data, projectile 
data, targeting data or any other type, to our 
tactical and operational advantage—land or 
sea. 

Madam Speaker, in the area of distributed 
radar and 360-degree, all-digital, phased array 
radars, there are extraordinary leap-ahead ca-
pabilities which cannot be ignored. By bringing 
to bear advances in digital signal processing, 

artificial intelligence, and machine learning to 
the data streams that this new technology pro-
vides, the defense of the United States can be 
significantly advanced, providing leapfrog ca-
pabilities which vastly exceed those of our leg-
acy radars. 

Over time, all of the services have been en-
gaged in developing capabilities in this area, 
albeit at a rate that does not always achieve 
the leap-ahead and transformational require-
ments that we now require strategically as we 
focus on defense from potential near-peer ad-
versaries. While we currently maintain many 
advantages, technology advances quickly 
around the globe. It is critical we maintain our 
edge, and, in doing so, obtain the generational 
leap-ahead needed to secure it. 

Madam Speaker, the Advanced Radar Re-
search Center (ARRC) in Norman, Oklahoma, 
has conducted very significant research in this 
area. A component of the University of Okla-
homa’s research enterprise, the ARRC has 
generated important technological advance-
ments to each major service component in the 
area of 360-degree phased array radars. In 
fact, to help further this contribution, I am sup-
porting a National Defense Authorization Act 
proposal this year, initiated in the Senate, 
which encourages the Army Research Lab to 
collaborate with academia in the development 
of distributed radars and multi-function sen-
sors. This is an area where I believe there will 
be plenty of bipartisan and bicameral support. 

Madam Speaker, Army Research Lab in 
many ways has stepped forward for the Army 
in this area. I am confident that, as the Army’s 
Combat Capabilities Development Command, 
Army Futures Command, and the ASA/ALT 
examine what can be accomplished in this 
area, they will quickly realize the high rel-
evance of this technology to counter-UAS, Air 
Defense Artillery, and their EW enterprise. It 
has the potential to be one of the key trans-
formational technologies that would allow the 
Army to leverage ground forces more effec-
tively and to provide better defensive capabili-
ties against airborne threats. 

As the Department of Defense proceeds to 
develop technology in this area, we already 
see interest from the private sector. However, 
if we do not develop a joint approach to the 
development of this technology, it may result 
in it being stove-piped into systems without 
ever realizing the full extent of its capabilities. 
Furthermore, inability or unwillingness to co-
ordinate research in this area could tax current 
supply chains and threaten the rate of devel-
opment we are capable of in this area. 

Additionally, application of this technology is 
not limited solely to the defense enterprise. Air 
traffic control, weather prediction and analysis, 
5G frequency scanning dependent commu-
nications, and remote sensing could all ben-
efit; NOAA is already engaged in related re-
search. Therefore, over time, it may become 
beneficial to create a Joint Interagency Work-
ing Group on the development of distributed 
and all digital radar. 

Madam Speaker, the future is bright for the 
development of these technologies in the 
United States. It is an area in which we can 
thrive. I look forward to working with my col-
leagues in the House and Senate to advance 
our common interests and our national de-
fense by supporting the development of these 
technologies. 
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WENEFRETT WATSON’S 

CENTENARIAN BIRTHDAY 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 1, 2021 

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Mrs. Wenefrett Watson 
on her 100th birthday, and honor her decades 
of service in our East Bay community. 

Mrs. Watson was born in Marshall, Texas 
on October 29, 1921, to Dr. Oliver Wendell 
Phillips and Mayme Cecelia Adam Phillips. 
She completed two bachelor’s degrees during 
her undergraduate studies, one in English Lit-
erature from Bishop College and one in Li-
brary Sciences from the University of Southern 
California. She worked for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture in Washington, D.C., 
where she met her husband, Dr. James A. 
Watson. The Watsons relocated to Oakland, 
California in the 1950s, where Mrs. Watson 
became active in the Oakland public schools. 

Mrs. Watson has been an important civic 
leader in our Oakland community. She was in-
volved in many local organizations, including 
the Oakland Museum Commission, the Oak-
land Symphony Board, and the Oakland Anti- 
Poverty Board. Mrs. Watson’s civil involve-
ment is also notable, including her work with 
the PTA in the Oakland schools, and later with 
membership of the Oakland Bay Area Links, a 
volunteer service organization of women com-
mitted to ensuring the economic and cultural 
livelihoods of African Americans. She was also 
passionate about civil rights, and became ac-
tive with the NAACP, the Urban League, and 
eventually ran for City Council. 

Mrs. Watson is a trailblazer in the Oakland 
business community, as a business owner and 
entrepreneur. She created and managed 
WenTravel and Cruise travel agency in the 
1980s, holding contracts with the City of Oak-
land, County of Alameda, and the State of 
California. Mrs. Watson’s work was exception-
ally impactful as she offered young African 
American business owners’ opportunities to 
follow in her footsteps. When she retired, she 
sought inspired and passionate young African 
American entrepreneurs who would carry on 
her business and her work in our Oakland 
community. Mrs. Watson remained active after 
retirement, inspiring other community leaders 
through her work in helping to start the Black 
Film Makers Hall of Fame. In 1997, she was 
honored by the Black Business Listings for her 
outreach and leadership. 

Today, on behalf of California’s 13th Con-
gressional District, I commend Mrs. Wenefrett 
Watson for her lifelong work as a leader, activ-
ist, and entrepreneur, and warmly wish her a 
happy 100th birthday. 

f 

EASTERSEALS WORK CENTER 

HON. JEFFERSON VAN DREW 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 1, 2021 

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, ‘‘Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of happiness.’’ These 
words are not to be taken lightly, and they are 
certainly not exclusive to one class. That is 
the beauty of our nation—that all individuals 

are afforded the opportunity to better them-
selves and their place in society. Easterseals 
is an organization that adheres to that prin-
ciple: independence. Easterseals, for genera-
tions, has given the most vulnerable and over-
looked community a chance at independence 
through employment. The Easterseals organi-
zation has been an advocate for those with 
disabilities. It offers them the opportunity for 
success in areas of employment and in edu-
cation. In a similar vein, Easterseals continues 
helping those individuals and families dealing 
with disabilities, helping them secure the same 
independence and freedom to pursue ‘‘Life, 
liberty and Happiness.’’ God Bless, 
Easterseals, and all those who participate in 
the program, and God Bless America. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HOSPITAL CORPS-
MAN THIRD CLASS RAYMOND 
RICHARDSON, RECIPIENT OF 
TEXAS’ THIRD CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT 2021 CONGRESSIONAL 
VETERAN COMMENDATION 

HON. VAN TAYLOR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 1, 2021 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, today, it is 
my privilege to honor fifteen distinguished mili-
tary veterans from Texas’ Third Congressional 
District who answered the call to serve their 
Nation honorably, both in uniform and fol-
lowing their return to civilian life. The recipi-
ents of the 2021 Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation exemplify the timehonored qualities 
of patriotism, service before self, and bold 
leadership. Following their time in service, 
their efforts in our community have earned 
these fine individuals recognition as the recipi-
ents of this prestigious commendation. Their 
stories of sacrifice will encourage future gen-
erations to pursue a life dedicated to the very 
values we cherish as Americans: faith, free-
dom, and democracy. One such hero is Ray-
mond Richardson of McKinney, Texas. 

In 1965, at the age of 17, Raymond Rich-
ardson joined the United States Navy where 
he was assigned to a Medivac Unit for the 1st 
Marine Air Wing in DaNang. 

Hospital Corpsman Third Class Raymond 
Richardson was awarded the National De-
fense Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, 
and Vietnam Campaign Medal for his service. 

In his civilian life, Mr. Richardson has been 
staunch advocate for our veterans within our 
community. During his tenure as McKinney 
VFW Commander, Raymond led several 
unique service initiatives benefiting both vet-
erans and the citizens of Collin County. Im-
pressively, he completed over 130 community 
service projects including raising relief for vet-
erans healthcare and arranging hotel accom-
modations for stranded veterans. One special 
initiative includes his annual organization of a 
Christmas Party for the children of the Samari-
tan Inn where families are invited to the VFW 
to share a meal with Santa and Mrs. Clause 
prior to receiving gifts. Mr. Richardson also 
spearheads efforts to prepare and distribute 
care packages for military members oversees 
and local veterans in need in conjunction with 
the students of McKinney Christian Academy. 

As a longtime and valued member of the 
VFW National Legislative Committee, Mr. 

Richardson has advocated on a variety of vet-
erans issues. He has served in a multitude of 
roles within the VFW earning numerous acco-
lades including the Recruiter Award, Early Bird 
Award, the Kansas City Spree Award, and 
Past State Commanders Leadership Award. 

Richardson is the proud father to three 
daughters and grandfather to eight. We com-
mend him for his tireless efforts on behalf of 
our veterans and the citizens of Collin County. 

Today a grateful Nation thanks Corpsman 
Richardson for his exceptional service and 
congratulates him on this recognition. May his 
steadfast example of leadership inspire others 
to live a life of service to a cause greater than 
themselves. It is my extreme honor to award 
him the 2021 Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation for the Third District of Texas. 

f 

KATHY PLOMER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 1, 2021 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Kathy Plomer, an Adams 
12 Board of Education member on years of 
service to the Adams 12 School District. 

Kathy has been a Board Member of Adams 
12 since 2013, and during her tenure, she 
served as Board President. She has a 16-year 
history of volunteerism and service to the in 
Adams 12 community. She was a classroom 
volunteer, PTO President, School Improve-
ment Team member at four schools, District 
School Improvement Team leader, and a 
founding member of the Adams 12 Community 
Action Network (Adams 12 CAN). 

Kathy’s dedication to the Adams 12 commu-
nity follows a history of service to her commu-
nity. She has a Master’s in Public Health from 
the University of Michigan and has worked in 
the field of public health for more than 25 
years. She worked for Tri-County Health De-
partment and runs her own consulting com-
pany. In addition to her service to the commu-
nity, she is a loving wife and devoted parent 
to three children. 

I wish Kathy Plomer all the best in her fu-
ture endeavors, and I extend my gratitude for 
her service to the Adams 12 community and 
the great State of Colorado. 

f 

MARK FAVERZANI—EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. JEFFERSON VAN DREW 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 1, 2021 

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, last 
month, I had the pleasure of presenting Mark 
Faverzani his Eagle Scout Court of Honor. 
Mark is a recent graduate of St Augustine 
Prep, and is now attending Villanova Univer-
sity. This past year, Mark earned the Congres-
sional Gold Award for his distinguished 
achievements and contributions to the South 
Jersey community. Mark’s Eagle project con-
sisted of creating an outdoor rehearsal space 
for the Ocean City Theatre Company during 
the Covid–19 Pandemic, allowing them to 
have rehearsals and activities outdoors. 

This young man should be proud of his ac-
complishments and it was my honor to have 
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